THE MANY FACES OF THE TERM OPEN CITY
Ruth Lapidoth* and Christian Franz** INTRODUCTION According to a well known principle of the laws of war, an open town is a locality that a belligerent has declared to be "open", i.e. undefended, and, if the adversary accepts this status, it will not be bombarded. The purpose is to prevent unnecessary suffering to non-involved civilians and to avoid unwarranted destruction. The principle has been supplemented by several related institutions: "undefended areas", "hospital and safety zones", "neutralized areas" and "non-defended localities".
However, in recent times, the term has also been used in very different contexts relating to peace time. In the following pages, an attempt will be made to clarify the development of the classical term as well as get a glimpse of the new uses of the expression. 4 and Sarajevo (in 1993). 5 Opinions are divided on whether the open city rule is a customary one, or only a matter of usage. 6 It is generally accepted that the rule of open towns applies only in areas of contact between enemies, and only to towns that are open for occupation.
A first attempt to codify the rule was made by the 1874 Brussels convention which never entered into force: 
